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This will be my last report to you as President, at least for a while. After being your President 

for the past four years, and being on Council for fifteen out of the last thirty years, I decided it 

was time to have a rest, and let others take up the running of our association. You will be in 

excellent hands, with my good friend Dan Millgate being the President-elect (no other 

nominations). I’m sure under Dan’s guidance, BHA will rise to even greater heights. As the 

Council election looms, I also welcome Richard Wadick, who will step uncontested into the VP 

Events role. I also welcome back Councillors returning unopposed. 

 

It is hard to start any review of the year without first acknowledging the huge effort that all of 

your National Councillors have made to the running and growth of BHA. These gentlemen have 

made my job as President much easier through their great insight, enthusiasm and drive, and 

we are lucky to have them. Thank you, Trevor Rootes, Trevor Bruger, Dan Millgate, Dan Beckitt, 

Paul Adams, Andrew Howson, Kieran O’Dea, and Alex Morris. 

 

I also wish to thank our other significant helpers, Dick Bushell (Newsletter), Mark Virtue 

(Website) and Jeannie Hattendorf (Administration). We couldn’t do it without this extra help. 

 

The highlight of the year of course, was the Pan Pacific Convention in Sydney. The organisation 

of the event was led tremendously by Dan Millgate and Warren Lewis. Special thanks to the 

Sydney organising team, members from Sydney Harmony, Hills Harmony and Penrith Harmony, 

Jerry Harris, Alex Richards, Richard Wadick, Dick Bushell, Ros Bushell, David Farley, Tony Sykes, 

Guy Gibson, Phillip Powell and Mal Woods. 

 

We welcomed 733 delegates from New Zealand, Japan, Singapore, UK and USA. What a great 

time we all had! The highlights were many, but included the singing of the National Anthems at 

the Welcome Dinner, and the performances during the contest and in the concert. There was 

also a very successful massed sing in the centre of Sydney, the John Little Show and the Chorus 

Corral. 

 

And what wonderful guests we had form the USA! Crossroads quartet, some of the most talented 

and generous people you’ll ever meet, and an exceptional panel of judges, Kevin Keller, David 

Brooks, Henare Mihaere, Sean Devin, David Krause, Richard Reeve, Rob Mance, Dale Comer, 

Bec Hewitt, Linda Vinall, Vicki Donnelly and John Faris. 

 

I’m pleased to report that we made some money from the Convention, that I’m sure will find it’s 

way back to members through music education and other initiatives already underway. 

 

Other important events in 2017 were:  

 

• An incredibly successful and wonderful Harmony College run after the Convention; 

• The signing of an MOU with Barbershop Harmony New Zealand (BHNZ) for the operation 

of our shared judge’s guild (The Australasian Guild of Barbershop Judges); 
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• Initiation of the National Education Faculty (NEF). It is planned that every Club will receive 

a NEF visit each year. Unfortunately, the take-up in the first year wasn’t as we had hoped, 

but I’m sure Clubs will recognise the tremendous value a NEF visit can have; 

• Attendance at the annual ASME (Australian School Music Educators) conference in July 

by VP Youth Development, Kieran O’Dea. Kieran made several very useful contacts and 

also was able to promote barbershop to school music teachers, resulting in a number of 

them applying for scholarships to our Harmony College; 

• The Deke Sharon workshops immediately before the Sydney Convention. A huge shout 

out to Trevor Rootes for planning and organising this event; 

• Attendance at the 2017 International Convention in Las Vegas by Sound Connection 

chorus, Blindside and Lockout quartets, with Blindside quartet finishing 3rd in the BHS 

International Youth Quartet contest, and 22nd overall in the BHS International Open 

Quartet contest; 

• Provision of two scholarships to Harmony College for school music teachers; 

• Adoption of new scoring software, BH Organiser, written by John Faris and licenced to 

BHA free of charge (thank you John). 

 

This year we completed a review of the BHA Constitution, required under a change to the Act in 

Western Australia that governs us. We engaged solicitors, expert in this area, to recommend 

changes to our Constitution that would allow us to comply with the new act, but not change the 

substance of the current Constitution. The new Constitution will be presented at the AGM, and 

requires a 75% vote to be passed. If it is not passed, we will be forced to adopt a model 

Constitution that may not be suitable to our needs.  

 

In addition, we are proposing a change to allow BHA to set up a Foundation and have tax 

deductible gift status. The Foundation will be managed independently from the BHA National 

Council. Finally, we are proposing to change the membership year to 1 January to 31 December 

(from 1 October to 30 September). We believe this will align better with Clubs and make paying 

those pesky fees easier for Club secretaries. A result of this change, is that for 2018, everyone 

will get 15 months membership for the price of 12. What a bargain! I urge you to vote these 

changes through at the AGM. They will benefit everyone. 

 

Our focus next year will continue to be on music education, youth development, and efficient 

and friendly run contests, both regional and national. 

 

In closing, I would like to say a special word of thanks to everyone who has supported me, both 

as a singer (in my various quartets and choruses), and as a member of the National Council (as 

VP Music, VP Events, and President). I sincerely believe the introduction of mixed harmony has 

enriched our organisation. The fight to have that established certainly took a toll on me 

personally. I urge you to continue to support mixed harmony, plus any other initiatives by the 

BHA National Council that encourage harmony singing. For now, I’ll be glad to put my feet up 

for a while. 

 

 

Sing-cerely, 

Ian Mulholland 

BHA President 2017 


