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Inside this issue: 

It was a wonderful week of successes 
for your AAMBS representatives at 
Internationals! 

  First, at the Collegiate competition, 
The Fishbowl Boys gave a great 
crowd-pleasing performance and 
earned a 17th place finish of all the 
barbershop youth quartets around the 
World.  Then Alliance presented a 
brilliant competition package scoring 
a 35th place out of 52 quartets ….. 
which is a huge success from the 600+ 
quartets in BHS and the Affiliates.  
Then, in the chorus competition, with 
Aussie flags waving, and the “Aussie, 
Aussie, Aussie” chant filling the arena, 
Vocal Evolution, under the 
direction of Alex Morris, gathered an 
A level score of 81.0% and finished 
19th.   

On top of this, all three groups 
performed at the World Harmony 
Jamboree, sharing the stage with the 
International Gold medalists Storm 
Front, and Westminster. With pride 
in Australia overflowing, Alliance 
sang My Country, and then combined 
with Vocal Evolution for a stirring 
version of Waltzing Matilda.  

 The steady progress of AAMBS and 
the other BHS affiliates was evident.  
Musical Island Boys just missed the 
International Gold Medal, and 
gathered the Silver behind Old School.  
And the NZABS chorus Vocal FX, 
finished as a top 10 finalist again, with 
a 7th place finish. 

AAMBS success at Internationals 

In a discussion with incoming BHS 
President, Alan Lamson, he extolled 
the high level of barbershopping 
internationally, and indicated he 
would try to attend PanPacs, to see 
more of us in action. 

Conventions are an amazing 
experience!  

Barbershoppers come together to 
show their best stuff, or just to 
experience the great  singing and 
emotional highs, and to meet  their 
mates from around the country.  
PanPacs will have arguably the 
funniest quartet in barbershopping 
(and Gold medalist) Storm Front 
……. and Musical Island Boys, Vocal 
FX, the Sounds of Aloha Chorus 
from Hawaii, and all our great 
AAMBS choruses and quartets. This 
will be a week that will be talked 
about for years to come.  Whatever 
you do, don’t miss out.  It’s only 9 
weeks away, so register today!  

 See you in Brisbane. 

In Harmony, 

Mike Donnelly 
AAMBS President 

Our  AAMBS Secretary  
wonders if any of our 

members are interested 
in the recent email offer 

he received on your 
behalf �.. 

Our company specializes 

in the sale of salon 

equipment, barber chairs, 

styling chairs, backwash units and much 

more 

Please visit our site and check us ..  

Click does not cost money 

http://www.bdsalonequipment.com 
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2011 AAMBS/PANPAC CONVENTION 28 SEPT - 02 OCT 

www.panpac2011.org.au  or  www.rivercityclippers.org.au  
 

Hello everybody 

The reaction to the Wednesday evening dinner river cruise has been so 
positive that the promoters have agreed to change the departure location to 
the North Quay wharf which is located directly across the Brisbane River 

from the Convention centre and headquarters hotel. 

This means that everyone will only have a short walk to board the vessel before we leave. We will disembark at the 
same location.  

Those of you who are staying in the city hotel choices will also find this wharf an easy walking distance.  There are 
good numbers of cruise / dinner tickets still available. The vessel can take 300 in total.  However there will not be an 
opportunity to purchase on the day as we have to confirm the numbers for the meals. 

We will advise later as to where you can collect your tickets prior to the cruise and yes, we will take care of any late 
arrivals who cannot get to the registration desk and need to go straight to the vessel to get there in time. We do need 
to be advised of the fact to ensure we don’t experience avoidable problems. 

Tickets are only $65 per person which is a $10 reduction on the usual price.   The menu and booking forms can be 
found on the Pan Pac website. 

Don’t miss the boat organise your tickets now.  www.panpac2011.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nothing on after River Harmony ?? 

You need ….. 

Harmony College 2—5 October 2011 

Great faculty ~ Great company 

Great time ~ Great ice cream ! 

Courses in all sizes 

Exclusive member offer : 

Buy the T-Shirt – get the knowledge 

 

Visit the Harmony College website now 
Register and set up your own account 

http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/wsnguest 

Pay via the Convention Website— www.panpac2011.org.au 
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Before a Club can be successful in obtaining paid 
performances, selling show tickets or, more importantly, 
gaining members, there must be a great music program, 
good leadership and the chorus and 
quartets must sing well!  

If your chorus cannot do a good job 
musically and does not entertain its 
audiences, no amount of advertising, 
pleading, bribery or begging will bring in 
performance opportunities or new 
members.   

A successful barbershop Club depends upon good 
administrative and music teams leading the Club.  There 
must be planning that establishes realistic goals for the 
Club and leadership must follow through to lead the 
membership toward those goals. 

If your Club does not have expertise within its 
membership to put a good music and performance 
package together,  ask for help!  As your AAMBS Music 
VP, I will see that help is provided!  Similarly, if your Club 
does not have expertise within its membership to put a 
good administrative and leadership team together, your 
AAMBS Membership VP is happy to help. 

Barbershopping is a hobby and, as such, needs to be fun.  
At the same time, we should recognise that "fun" means 
different things to different people.  To some, the epitome 
of fun is woodshedding until the wee hours.  To others, 
striving for perfection through competition is fun.  
Whatever the definition, each Club must be sure that its 
members are getting enough of it. 

By the same token, "barbershop" can mean different 
things to different people.  If members of the general 
public have heard barbershop sung badly, that becomes 
their definition of what barbershop is, and it can prevent 
them from wanting to hear more of it – reducing the 
amount of paid gigs your Club can do, and therefore 
reducing your capacity to expose your skills publicly to 
attract new members.  

We have to realise that when we do a good job of singing 
and performing barbershop, we give ourselves the 
maximum possible opportunity to reach our Club’s goals.  
Barbershop is a unique form of entertainment, and in 
many cases, there is nothing like us in town.  We have to 
work together to improve what we do, and then we can get 
around other people's paradigms regarding what they 
think barbershop is. 

If your chorus is weak musically and administratively, 
then chances are that your ‘fun factor’ is seriously 
jeopardised.  Clubs should ensure that "every member, in 
his own way, experiences the joy of hearing his own voice 
contributing to the sound of barbershop harmony."  We 
need to keep the fun in barbershop!  If it's not fun, it's not 
a hobby – it’s a chore! 

Of course, the greatest opportunity you will have this year 
to improve what you do, both individually and as a 

member of your Club or quartet, will be to attend 
Harmony College.  Being held directly after the Pan 
Pacific Convention in Brisbane, this is three days of 
learning, singing and fun that you can’t miss out on.  
Places are limited, so register quickly to ensure that 

your Club can be confident in its 
product, can gain a greater chance of 
selling show tickets, and more 
importantly, attracts those new 
members you have all been talking 
about! 

In the meantime, please drop me a 
line – let me know what I can do for you to help your 

How to have fun ! 
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Music Terminology 

In the interests of providing useful educational 
opportunities to keep AAMBS members abreast of the 
ever-developing world of musical terminology, the follow-
ing definitions are designed to take some of the mystery 
out of written music. 

A PATELLA:  Raucous singing accompanied by  
knee-slapping 

APPROXIMATURA:  A series of notes not intended by the 
arranger, yet sung with an "I meant to do that" attitude 
(see also: Baritone Section) 

APPROXIMENTO:  A bass pick-up that is somewhere in 
the rough vicinity of the correct pitch 

ARPEGGIO:  A storybook kid with the big nose that grows 

CACOPHANY:  A performance from a chorus incorporating 
many people with chest colds 

DOMINANT - What MDs must be if they expect their 
chorus to practice. 

GREGORIAN CHAMP:  The title bestowed upon the monk 
who can hold a note the longest 

IMPROVISATION - what you do when the music falls off 
your music stand 

METRONOME - a short, city musician who can fit into a 
Honda Civic 

MUSIC STAND - An intricate device used to hold music.  
Comes in two sizes-too high or too low - always broken. 

OBBLIGATO - being forced to practice 

PLACEBO DOMINGO:  A bass trying to sing tenor 

PRELUDE - warm-up before the clever stuff 

REFRAIN - proper technique for singing baritone 

TEMPO TANTRUM:  What a bass section is having when 
it's not following the MD 

TIME SIGNATURES - things for basses to ignore 

TONIC - A medicinal drink consumed in great quantity 
before a performance, and in greater quantity afterwards. 

VIBRATTO:  Child prodigy son of the MD 

Also from Dan the Man 

“A successful barbershop 
Club depends upon good 
administrative and music 

teams“ 
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“Sing in Harmony” Program. Now in its third year, 
this annual exercise gets better and 
better. Fourteen prospective members 
are currently being introduced to the 
wonders of Barbershop in an intensive 
five week program. Expert guidance 
ensures they will learn the fundamentals 

of singing, a couple or three Polecats, and get underway 
on our latest chorus songs. Most will qualify and go on to 
be valuable members of the chorus. This is proving to be 
an enjoyable and productive way to develop membership. 

Performances are our mainstay. In the year ended 
March 31 2011 we had performed 15 sing-outs at various 
community venues mostly on Sydney’s North Shore. Each 
only takes around two or three hours of our time and we 
enjoy them immensely, so do our audiences. Just as 
importantly, we are financially rewarded. Not that we’ll be 
putting U2 out of business, but a few hundred on each 
occasion helps support our favourite charity. 

Biennial Concert. More than 700 people attended this 
event held at the Abbotsleigh School auditorium. The 
chorus top and tailed the evening which was supported by 
a fine variety of other musical acts including a Sweet 
Adeline quartet, What Four. During the night a raffle was 
drawn which enabled the proceeds to boost the donation 
to the Children’s Hospital. The MC for the night was the 
very professional (and very generous) Tim Webster. 

The Oncology Research Unit of The Children’s 
Hospital Westmead has been our focus for the last 15 
years. We visit them in July and early December each year 
and do a few performances in some of the wards. We 
spend some time with the kids, their parents and the 
hospital staff, and then donate whatever we’ve managed 
to raise throughout the year. On this last visit in 
December, we were able to present a cheque for $12,000. 
That brought our total contribution over the years, to just 
over $122,000.  

For our contributions, the hospital has awarded 
us their Bear statue, signifying “Patron Status”. 

These days there are far more joyous outcomes 
at The Children’s Hospital than ever before.  
Once a year a bunch of guys allow themselves to 
feel just a little bit proud. 

John Pettett 
 SydneySiders Express 

_______________________________________ 

Today’s quote : 
 

    Without music life would be a mistake.  
                                                  ~Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche 

Central Coast Barbershop Chorus SOUNDWAVES 

and the Newcastle Harmony Chorus NOVATONES 

joined together for two great concerts on June 18th 

and 19th. 

Saturday night the 19th saw the 

guys from the Central Coast drive 

to Newcastle for Cool a Cappella 

hosted by the Novatones at the 

Newcastle Grammar School, and 

what a great night it was.  Both 

Choruses entertained the audience with quartets from 

each Club, and there was also a wonderful Jazz 

segment from Brass Razoo, the Big Band from 

Newcastle Grammar School which had recently 

returned from a tour of China and were fantastic. 

Sunday afternoon the 18th saw 

the guys from Newcastle travel by 

train down to Gosford as they had 

been warned that there would be 

limited parking due to the Olyroos 

playing Yemin for a place in the 

2012 London Olympics (Olyroos 

won 3—0).  Once again the audi-

ence was treated to great entertainment from both 

C h o r u s e s  a n d  a l l  

quartets, along with a new local a cappella group, Ms 

Behavin’, comprising 12 very elegant looking ladies, 

who strutted their stuff for their premier performance. 

These concerts showed the true spirit of 

barbershopping and may be the first time that two 

Clubs have joined together in this way (Ed: let me 

know if you have you heard of it happening before?).  

The camaraderie was great and it gave both Clubs two 

chances to perform in front of two different audiences 

in the lead up  to River Harmony in September.   

Well done and congratulations one and all! 

Nerida White 
Editor 

News from our Clubs 

PAGE 4 IN HARMONY ISSUE 123 

Brothers In True Harmony 
SydneySiders Express has a 

Bumper Year 

HOW TO START A FIGHT  

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a Christmas gift... 

  
 The next year, I didn't buy her a gift. 

  
 When she asked me why, I replied, 

  
 "Well, you still haven't used the gift I bought you 

last year!" 

  
 And that's how the fight started... 
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in part to the floods and associated illness.  Who would 
have thought that assisting people clean up 
would see you end up in hospital with 
pneumonia and blood clots on the lungs.  
Back on deck now and able to provide a Club 
Report.  It is with a tinge of sadness that we 
have had to farewell our founding Musical 
Director, Mark McCann who has done a 

fabulous job here in Ipswich.  Unfortunately, Mark faces a 
few medical problems and his family and his health are 
most important.  We already miss him and Mark knows 
he is most welcome at the Chorus.  Whoever replaces him 
has big shoes to fill. 

Currently we rehearse under the direction of Mark 
McCosker while we seek a new MD.  Mark has a long 
history in Barbershop both as a member of two other 
choruses and in competition winning quartets. We have, 
and are still receiving, a lot of assistance from our fellow 
choruses and this is greatly appreciated.  A special bond 
has developed with the HAH Chorus and we hope that this 
will only strengthen Barbershop within this region. 

One of the biggest hurdles we face, and I am sure it is the 
same with other choruses, is the attraction and retaining 
guys to sing tenor.  If anyone has an easy cure we would 
love to hear from you.  Our main focus at present is 
singing well and getting ready for our place on the risers 
at River Harmony.  From what we have read and seen, 
this promises to be a memorable event.  We also feel the 
need to present a good package to any prospective MD.  
The events over the past months have brought us all closer 
together as a chorus with every man meeting the 
challenges. This is one side of a chorus that often gets 
overlooked but is so important in developing the culture 
of the chorus.  Our Executive would like to publicly thank 
our guys and partners for their efforts, loyalty and 
support. 

See you all at River Harmony. 
                 The Penne                                                                                                          

**   Answer:  B1 

Central Coast Barbershop Club Inc is thrilled 
to announce the appointment of their new 
Musical Director—Rob Sequeira. 

Rob’s musical background is in percussion, 
voice and jazz.  He grew up in Sydney playing drums in a 
16 piece jazz/big band called Group Therapy.  He sang 
lead vocal and played piano in a jazz quintet.  His vocal 
stylings were often compared to Nat “King” Cole and 

Harry Connick Jr., which he realized was a 
tremendous honour. 

In 2004, 3 years after discovering Barber-
shop, Rob moved to America and was asked 
to take on the assistant Director role at The 
Peninsulaires in Palo Alto California.  In 2005 he went 
to his first Barbershop Harmony Society’s Director’s 
College and his first every BHS International competi-
tion. 

After joining Voices in Harmony, a 100+ strong Bar-
bershop chorus, Rob went on to being lead section 
leader, assistant director and Music VP and led the 
chorus to an 2008 International 3rd place finish. 

Rob now sings with Zoom, the Australian Eastern Re-
gion Champions, and is the Musical Director of 
Soundwaves on the Central Coast of New South 
Wales! 

This year has been and will continue to be 
busy.  Our new MD, Karina Gough, has 
settled in extremely well and has us all 
enjoying practice night as well as singing 
well.  The current emphasis is on light 

and shade I 

The Statesmen held another membership drive in 
April and although not as successful (numbers wise) 
as last year, it gained us some quality potential mem-
bers in all voice parts. 

A new activity – that others pioneered – was a  
und-raising sausage sizzle at Bunnings.  A great  
success and thanks go to organiser, Chris Burcher, in 
particular. 

This month sees us redeeming a former regular 
activity – singing at citizenship ceremonies – so we’re 
dusting off the Australianas!   

Our next major event will be our annual concert 
Sound Celebration.  It’s shaping up to be a beauty with 
various visiting performers including the evergreen 
quartet, Benchmark. 

Then, of course, it’s PANPAC and Harmony College.  
Many of our new members will be enjoying their first 
National – let alone first Pan Pacific! 

I’m sure many barbershoppers visit the Sunshine 
Coast from time to time.  I’d like to reiterate that we 
welcome visitors to our rehearsal nights, each 
Wednesday at the Buderim Uniting Church, cnr King 
St and Gloucester Rd, from 7.30.  We close from mid 
December to mid January.  

Cheers,  Bruce Laming—07 5444 2098 

News from our Clubs (cont’d) 
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** What vitamin should be taken 

daily by Barbershop Singers? 

Central Coast welcomes 
their new MD 

Lots happening on the 
Sunshine Coast 
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Well, winter has 
arrived here at last 
and it’s great to see 
some rain but the 

nippy temperatures have taken everyone by surprise – not 
that it’s dampened the spirits of the Men in Harmony 
members. We’ve been enjoying the year very much under 
our new Director, Bec Mutton, and we’ve just completed 
one of our best recruiting programs for a long time, with 
ten new members admitted. 

Yes, our strong promotion, focused on Bec’s, “Singing for 
Men – Six Weeks Free Singing Lessons” offer, produced 
an excellent response – most of those who registered 
interest turned up for the course and a high proportion 
stayed the distance. Not everybody passed audition but we 
are sure the survivors will stay to enjoy, and quickly 
embrace, the brand of harmony singing and 
accompanying good fellowship that is part of a 
Barbershopper’s life. Two have signed up for Brisbane. 

Like all groups preparing for that event, Men in Harmony 
is focusing on “the package” with lots of fine tuning, 
additional coaching and sectional work. But just as 
important, especially for us “old hands”, some of whom 
are looking forward to their eleventh convention, is the 
anticipation of catching up with long term friends from 
each of the Eastern States, reminiscing and, perhaps 
sharing a chord or two. 

We have fond memories of the fifth national gathering in 
Brisbane in 1999, but this one will have the added 
ingredients and special features that accompany a Pan 
Pacific International – a lot to look forward to. 

In harmony 

Andy Aberle 

As minute secretary for 

the AAMBS Council 

monthly teleconference 

meetings and annual Face 

to Face meetings I am 

constantly overawed about 

the amount of work your 

e i g h t  e l e c t e d  

members do for you, the 

members of the Australian Association of Men  

Barbershop Singers, on a daily basis. 

These gentlemen from all over Australia — Mike  

Donnelly, Richard Reeve & Dan Millgate from WA, 

Barry Joy, Derek Churchill and Steve Griffin from 

Queensland, Richard Gardam from Tasmania and 

Kevin White from New South Wales— spend hours 

and hours each week, month and year working on your 

behalf to improve your organisation by coming up with 

new and innovative ideas on how to make your 

involvement with your great hobby more enjoyable 

and fulfilling.   

And they are not the only ones — The members of 

each Club Executive and the Region Councils also 

dedicate a great deal of time to improving the running 

of your Clubs and Regions, as do the committees who 

organise each National Convention on your behalf. 

On your behalf I would like to express thanks to each 

of these gentlemen and ladies for their untiring work 

to improve Barbershopping in Australia—they are 

definite Gold Medal winners, giving 100% all the time. 

So, if and when they ask for help with any project I 

hope you will all put your hands up to support them. 

Nerida White 
AAMBS Minute Secretary & Newsletter Editor 

22—25 March 2012 Malaga, Spain 
Based in Benalmádena in Málaga, on 

the Costa del Sol,  En Armonía prom-

ises to be even bigger and better, with 

our first International Chorus and 

Quartet Contests. For the first time, we will all be 

together in one venue: The Sunset Beach Club Ho-

tel, right on the beach, with contests and shows 

planned at the 

fabulous Fortuna Show Lounge at the 

Torrequebrada.  

Details:  www.sabs.es/cm2/?page_id=1229   

Club News (cont’d) 
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Very sincere words of 

Praise and Admiration An Excellent Response 

Vale - Rowley King 

It is with great regret that I have to inform you 
of the passing of one of our shining lights in 
BBShop, ROWLEY KING. 

Would you please convey this information to all 
Barbershop chorus members. 

Rowley  has been a wonderful verbose BASS with the 
Fleurieu Harmony Chorus for many years and will be sadly 
missed by all who have had the honour of knowing him and 
singing with him over that period of time. 

Kindest Regards 

Rod Whyte 

ED Note—Rowley joined AAMBS  on 26 October 2001 and  
                    was Secretary of Fleurieu from 2005 to 2006  

Spanish Association of 

Barbershop Singers  
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From Barbershop Harmony Society - 

This is a note to inform you that 

“Barbershop” has been added as a 

category in the 2012 World Choir 

Games. You will probably receive more information 

from the organizers of the games but I wanted to let you 

know about this event.  

For the first time, the World Choir Games are going to 
be held in the USA and also for the first time, 
Barbershop has been added as a category. The Games 
will be held in Cincinnati and the Barbershop 
Competition is scheduled for Jul 11th - 13th , 2012 after 
our International in Portland. Here are a couple of links 
that will help you find out more about the 2012 Games 
and their sponsor, Interkultur: 

www.2012worldchoirgames.com 
www.interkultur.com 
http://www.interkultur.com/competitions-
festivals/world-choir-games/cincinnati-
2012/registration-information/ 

Harmoniously, 
Paul Wietlisbach 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
W: 615-673-4130- C: 615-495-9313 
Fax: 615-313-7619 Email: education@barbershop.org 
______________________________________ 

Dear Friends in Harmony 

As I write to you I realise that some of you 
have already committed to attending our 
IABS National Convention in Galway this 

year 7-9 October and we are very excited with the 
prospect of welcoming you, but in case more of you are 
pondering over it still I'm just sending a little 'reminder' 
which you might pass on to your members that we 
would love to have you with us too! If there are 
choruses or quartets who don't wish to take part in 
competition, we have also an Open Entertainment 
Competition on the Friday which is attracting both 
barbershoppers and non-barbershop contestants - all 
singing a acapella of course! 

All details can be found on our dedicated Convention 
website for registering and competition entry, hotel 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  o n 
www.eventelephant.com/iabsconvention2011  

For those of you too far away to make travel plans now, 
perhaps some of your members are holidaying in 
Ireland during that weekend and would like to come 
and have some fun with us. So please pass on our 
invitation to your members and we hope to say 'hello' to 
you in Galway this coming autumn. 
              
                                                                          Yours in harmony,  
                                     Helen Stewart on behalf of the Convention Team 
                                                                          IABS Executive 

How wonderful it is to see our very own Senior Gold 

Medallist Quartet Benchmark go so far in Australia’s 

Got Talent, against all the amazing acts we have seen. 

 

This is the best publicity 

AAMBS has had for 

years! 

 

Not only have they 

r e ce i ve d  s t an d in g 

ovations from the many 

audiences who have seen 

them strut their stuff, but the judges just LOVE them. 

 

They will be appearing on the last of the semi-finals 

this Tuesday night, 19th July, so we should all give 

them all the support we can. (we only have until 12 

mid-day on Wednesday 21st to vote for them. 

 

Benchmark shows 
Australia that it definitely 

has got talent  !!! 

AAMBS has just received a new 

shipment of F-to-F Pitch Pipes from 

Barbershop Harmony Society.  

 

With the National Convention coming up 

it is recommended that all Barbershops 

should have a pitch pipe to ensure you 

are ‘on the note’ each time you practise. 

 

These are available from our Secretary, Kevin White, 

 at secretary@aambs.org.au 

for $30.00 each plus postage. 

Before sending your items to this, your 

Association Newsletter, would you please 

read the final page of each Newsletter which 

details the requirements regarding font, 

pitch and size of articles, which appears on 

the final page of each and every edition. 

 

We are very happy to receive your Club news—some Clubs  

send items on their activities very regularly, however 

there are some we hardly ever hear from.  Come on Club 

Executives, let us know what you are doing and what 

things work for your Club — after all we can all learn from 

each other’s experiences. 

 

 

Just arrived from America 

Contributions to In Harmony 
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                                                                            2. Administrative efficiencies, resulting 
from running two choruses with the one 
Administrative Team.   

3. The elimination of one very significant 
reason for loss of members, ie., setting 
the bar too high. Some singers will 
graduate to the “A” chorus. Others will 
never make the transition and many will 
be comfortable singing at the “non-elite” 

level, but still be happy and proud to 
be part of the Club. 

4. Allowing the No.1 chorus to 
develop more quickly and with 
greater reward and enjoyment, as 
well as providing more reward and 
satisfaction for their Music Director.   

Performances: 

The No. 2 chorus could sing for charity and 
unpaid community events, remembering their 
chorus name will not be confused with the No. 1 
chorus. They should not compete, but then 
again, most would probably prefer not to. 

Problems: 

The major problem must be the need to find 
and train a second Music Director and 
Assistant. 

The No. 2 chorus Director would need to be an 
experienced barbershop singer, having sung at 
some conventions and attended workshops and 
say a harmony college, who is also an aspiring 
Music Director. He or she would need to have 
had at least basic directing instruction and be 
prepared to continue formal instruction under 
the guidance of the No. 1 chorus Director. 

This would be essential to ensure the principles 
of good vocal technique, as well as the 
fundamentals of barbershop arrangements and 
singing style are always applied. 

I invite comments from any AAMBS member who feels 
inclined to contribute to this subject.  

If there are Clubs already practising any of the 
abovementioned ideas, let’s hear from you and benefit 
from your experience.  

If there is anyone with a good argument against these 
ideas, then let’s hear from you as well. 

                                                                          Mike Danks 
                                            Novatones 

 
 

Dear Editor, 

Two Choruses for Clubs 

No one needs to be reminded that competition for choir 
members is fiercer than ever, nor that from any recruiting 
drive, we lose far more than we retain. Much has been 
written about the difficulty barbershop Clubs have in 
retaining members. All Clubs are aware of this problem 
and certainly don’t need me quoting 
statistics to remind them. 

There is no doubt most Clubs have 
followed up on prospective new 
members who did not join and 
members who did join, but left 
prematurely, and with inconclusive 
results. 

In my experience, most will choose take the easy way out 
and cite work or family commitments as reasons. 

Since returning to the barbershop fraternity in 2006, I 
have been contributing on the executive of two Clubs and 
have conducted surveys, both formal and informal of 
members who have resigned. As a result it is my belief 
that the main cause of our membership problems, is that 
most people are put off by our pursuit of excellence and 
the commitment required of them. 

We seem to have encouraged a culture where you either 
make the grade or you are allowed to simply drift away, or 
in some cases politely told you would probably be happier 
in a regular choir, or something similar. 

To pursue excellence is great, but to do it at the expense of 
losing, or simply casting off members and potential 
members, will not win friends and influence people, nor 
will it build membership numbers and popularise the 
barbershop fraternity. 

Granted, there are very successful Clubs with just one 
chorus, but those choruses excel because, for whatever 
reason, they can afford to be selective and lose singers 
who “aren’t good enough”. 

My point is this: I’m simply advocating that barbershop 
Clubs adopt a two chorus policy. By doing this they can; 

1.bring more enjoyable singing into the lives of more 
people, through ensuring good vocal instruction, often 
missing from the run of the mill choir, and 

2. secure a reservoir of talent from which to increase a 
Club’s No. 1 chorus numbers as they pass qualifying tests.  

Other advantages include: 

1. A larger membership from which to draw 
Management Team Officers. 

“We seem to have encouraged a 
culture where you either make 
the grade or you are allowed to 

simply drift away” 
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A date for your diaries! 

LABBS and SAI Region 31 are organising a  
 

European Barbershop Convention  
 

to be held over the weekend of 
23/24 February 2013 
in Harrogate, England 

This is a preliminary post to advise you of the date, 
so that you can reserve this weekend in your calendars and full particulars will be sent out at a 

later date 

It is envisaged that each barbershop association will send their top three choruses and quartets 
(the current top two choruses/quartets at the time, 
plus the previous year’s gold medal chorus/quartet)  

to compete at the Convention 
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European Barbershop Convention 2013 

The Buzz around town 
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    Your Website 

Council,  Regional  and International Barbershop information 

and contact details as well as application forms,  competition 

results, calendars and much, much more is available on the 

AAMBS Website—www.aambs.org.au  

                                Your Newsletter Articles  

Deadline 

              5.30pm EDST on 15th day of each odd numbered    

              month 

Length 

 Articles to be 150—500 words maximum and in 

 Georgia 10 pitch font. All articles will be edited for  

 spelling,  grammar and length. 

Photos 

 Please remember to send photos as attachments - not  

 embedded in your article 

Your Events 

 Promote your Coming Events - send full details  for  

 inclusion in the AAMBS Calendar below and on the  

 AAMBS Website 

 

The Secretary 
AAMBS Inc 
P O Box 6026 
West Gosford NSW 2250 

AU ST RA L IA N  ASS O CIA T IO N  
O F  M EN  BA RB E RS H OP  

S I NG E RS  I NC  
A B N 54  08 3 784  8 10  

2011z 

July 29—The Buzz Concert—7.30pm , Sir John Clancy  
                  Auditorium, University of New South Wales, 
                  Kensington.  Tickets $30 (conc $20)  
                 Contact:  www.sweetadelines.org.au  

July 30-31—The Buzz Workshop—8.30 am, Parade  
                       Theatre, NIDA, 215 Anzac Parade,  
                       Kensington.  $80 (including lunch,  
                       dinner and morning and afternoon teas).  
                      Contact www.sweetadelines.org.au    

Aug 5—The Buzz Concert—8.00 pm, Fremantle Town  
              Hall, 8 William Street, Fremantle WA—Adults 
              $25, Concession $20, Performers $20—open  
              seating.   Contact: www.sweetadelines.org.au  

Aug 6-7—The Buzz Workshop, Fremantle Town Hall,  
               8 William Street, Fremantle WA—Sat 10am- 
               9pm, Sun 9am-1pm—$20 members, $65 non- 
               members.  BYO lunch and dinner.  Morning & 
               Afternoon teas provided. 
               Contact: www.sweetadelines.org.au  

Sept 25-27—AAMBS’ Judges’ School—  
 9 am Sun 25—5pm  Tues 27,  St Laurence’s  
 College, 82 Stephens Road, South Brisbane 
 Qld 4101 Australia Guild of  Australasian  
 Barbershop Judges by  31 May to   
 mulholand@roxresources.com.au or phone 
  0418 956 492.  

Sept 28—Young Singers in Harmony Festival at St  
    Laurence’s College, Brisbane Qld. 
 
Sept 28–Oct 2  -  AAMBS 11th Annual Convention  
                   and Pan Pacific  Convention, Brisbane  Qld  
                   Hosted by The Brisbane River City Clippers,  
                   followed by Harmony College  Contact:  
                   info@panpac2011.org.au   
                   www.barbershopconvention.aambs.org.au   

Oct 2-5—AAMBS Harmony College, Queensland  
   Convention and Camping Centre, Mapleton  
                 Queensland. 

Oct 7-9 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers’  
                  International Convention. Belfast, Ireland 

 2012 
Mar 2–4 The BinG! Barbershop Music Festival  
               Dortmund , Germany  
 www.konzerthaus-dortmund.de 

Mar 22-25 En Armonia 2012—Spanish Association of  
                Barbershop Singers Convention, Malaga, Spain 
               www.sabs.es/cm2/?page_id=1229  

May31-Jun 3—Cracovia Cantans—3rd International  
                            Krakow Choir Festival, Krakow Poland.   
                            www.krakowfestival.pl. 

Jul 14-22— 2nd Krakow Singing Week, Krakow, Poland  
                        www.krakowsingingweek.pl  

 

Phone: 02 4369 8369 
Fax:     02 4369 8379 
E-mail:  secretary@aambs.org.au 

Keep the Whole 
World Singing 
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