
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BHA have great pleasure in announcing the formation of an Australia-wide Youth Chorus (the Southern 

Cross Chorus) to travel to the International Mid-Winter Convention in Reno Nevada in January 2016.  

 

BHA is also pleased to announce the appointment of Jonathan 

Albertini as MD for this Chorus. 

 

Whilst in the USA participating in the convention, the chorus 

will also have the chance for top level coaching and other 

performance opportunities as well as some tourist activities. 

 

The chorus will come 

together as part of 

the youth 

programme at 

Melbourne 

Convention in 

September 2015. On 

Friday 22 January 

2016 the chorus will 

gather in Sydney for 

a coaching camp 

prior to departing 

for the USA on 

Sunday 31 January.   

  

Singers who would 

like to join this chorus will need to make a basic payment of 

around $2500 by 30 October 2015 to cover travel and 

accommodation. To go ahead, the chorus will need a 

minimum of 20 singers. 

 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Trevor 

Rootes indicating: 

 Your name  

 Your current chorus/quartet 

 Your part 

 Your date of birth  

 

Vice President – Youth Development 

youth@barbershop.org.au 
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Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year to all 

Members 

 

December is a time of 

Christmas sing-outs, and 

probably one of the best 

times of the year for 

exposure of our art-form. 

I trust you have all 

participated in many of 

these and enjoyed them. 

To me they are more 

than “just another gig”. They allow us to not 

only share our music and singing, but also 

enable us to share and spread the Christmas 

spirit and all that means to people. I personally 

feel fantastic after a Christmas gig at a 

shopping centre where the shoppers stop and 

listen, sometimes sing along, and then leave 

with a smile on their face and a little bit more 

Christmas spirit in their soul. 

 

In the last newsletter I posed a couple of 

slightly controversial ideas that the National 

Council wants your feedback on. Firstly, 

introducing Mixed Harmony into our contests, 

and secondly suggesting that before any of our 

groups sing out in public representing BHA they 

undergo some sort of “evaluation” to ensure 

that they are of a suitable standard. I invited 

comments back, but so far have received none. 

I do encourage you, if you have a view on 

either of these topics to contact me ASAP at 

president@barbershop.org.au. 

 

The New Year brings a refreshment of ideas and 

goals, and your National Council will once again 

be devoting three days to strategies and 

discussions at our Annual Face to Face meeting, 

this year to be held in Sydney at the end of 

February. Not only will we discuss and possibly 

decide on the above two policy issues, but also 

a number of other matters. If you have any 

matter you wish Council to consider, now is the 

time to speak up. Drop me or one of your 

Councillors a line to let us know what is on your 

mind. 

 

2015 will also bring our next Convention, in 

Melbourne from 16-20 September. The program 

is shaping up to be a very exciting one again, 

and will run something like this: 

 

 

 

Wednesday 16 September 

Youth/Schools Workshop 

Youth/Schools Contest 

Youth/Schools Concert 

John Little Show 

 

Thursday 17 September 

Youth Chorus Rehearsal 

Massed Sing 

Chorus Corral 

Welcome Dinner 

 

Friday 18 September 

Quartet Contest 

Semi-Final and Final 

 

Saturday 19 September 

Chorus Contest 

Evaluations 

Showcase Concert 

 

Sunday 20 September 

BHA Forum 

Ecumenical Service 

Evaluations 

Farewell Lunch 

 

A pretty full 4 or 5 days, and then in the 

afternoon after the Farewell Lunch, members 

will depart for Harmony College which will run 

until lunch time on Wednesday 23 September. 

 

Finally, I am excited that next year, for the first 

time, we will have four quartets representing 

BHA at the Pittsburgh BHS International 

contest, viz., Lockout and The Establishment in 

the Open contest, and Blindside and The Grand 

Angus in the Collegiate contest. Congratulations 

guys! 

 

Sing-cerely,  

President 

 

 
BHA Standing Order No.8 (Rules for Regions) 

provides (amongst other things) : “for the 

formation of geographical regions to better 

pursue the objectives of the Association”. 

  

Currently there are six BHA Regions within 

Australia ie 

Western Region (WA) 

Central Region (SA) 

Tasmanian Region 

President’s message

mailto:president@barbershop.org.au
http://www.barbershop.org.au/commonfiles/bha/photos/Ian_Mulholland.jpg
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Victorian Region 

Eastern Region (NSW) 

Sunshine Region (Qld & NT) 

 

One of the responsibilities for each of these 

Regions is : “organising quartet and chorus 

singing events and competitions for the region” 

 

By now, you will all be aware of the 13th BHA 

National Convention Harmony Goldrush which is 

being held in Melbourne starting Wednesday 16 

September 2015. 

 

Planning and organisation is now well advanced 

as reported in previous issues of this Publication 

and via the Convention Newsletter. 

http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/dbpa

ge.php?pg=news 

 

All Quartets hoping to enter this exciting 

upcoming Convention must qualify beforehand 

at their relevant Regional Convention as per 

Standing Order No.6 (Contest Rules). 

 

“QUALIFICATION  

1.8.1. A process in which the scores gained in a 

Regional contest are used to determine the 

right of a performer to participate in the 

following National contest.”  

 

The dates for your relevant Regional 

Convention have now been set thus : 

Victorian Region……………………….18th April 2015 

Eastern Region (NSW)…………….2nd May 2015 

Central Region (SA)………………….2nd May 2015 

Western Region (WA)…………….…9th May 2015 

Tasmanian Region………………..….13th June 2015 

Sunshine Region (Qld & NT)…..13th June 2015 

  

QUARTETS don’t miss out on your chance 
to compete in the  

Melbourne National Convention. 
 

These Regional Conventions are also great 

fun and shouldn't be missed. They offer not 
only the opportunity to qualify but enable 

you to enjoy the camaraderie, sing a few 
tags and build friendships with other 
Barbershoppers from your Region. 

 
 Make sure you register to compete in your 

Regional Convention. Further details can be 

found under the events section of the BHA 

website 

http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg

=events 

Any questions should be directed to your 

Regional Chairman (Re BHA Website > Contact)  

http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg

=contact or directly to Dan Millgate VP Events 

events@barbershop.org.au  

 

 Vice President – Events 

 

 
Youth development is the lifeblood of BHA. I bet 

there is hardly a member out there who would 

disagree. That’s why we have developed a 

comprehensive youth development policy to 

guide our combined efforts over the next few 

years. 

 
The policy starts from the foundation that 

teachers and music educators have the greatest 

day-to-day contact with young people and the 

greatest capacity to promote barbershop 

singing among young people. The policy has 

four key strategies. None of them are rocket 

science. 

 

 Quartet visits to schools 

 Teacher Professional Development  

 Barbershop Big Day Out 

 Youth Events 

 

While the policy’s primary purpose is not about 

active recruitment into existing BHA choruses 

and quartets, it does recognise the important 

role of local regions and clubs in providing 

opportunities for young men to sing in club 

choruses and youth choruses.   

   

So we now finally have a policy but I still have 

some reservations. My life experience tells me 

that often organisations’ policies are prepared 

and presented with enthusiasm, but are often 

then filed away and are hardly ever looked at 

again.  

 

http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/
http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/
http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/dbpage.php?pg=news
http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/dbpage.php?pg=news
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=events
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=events
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=contact
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=contact
mailto:events@barbershop.org.au
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The challenge to each regional board and club 

committee is to take time to discuss the youth 

development policy and consider how all or 

some of its elements can be adopted. 

 

The policy is at  

http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg

=youthdev 

 

Vice President - Youth Development  

 youth@barbershop.org.au 

 

 

 
What can each of us do as individuals to 

develop the musicality of our ensemble? 

 

Listen to a lot of music. Get on YouTube, get 

on iTunes, get on Spotify or dust off the record 

player and take some time to listen and enjoy 

good music. It doesn't have to be barbershop 

but listening to a lot of barbershop and 

familiarising yourself with our vocal art form is 

a great idea! 

 

Commit to personal practice during the 

week. Outstanding vocal coach, Eddie 

Martinez, encourages us to ask a very poignant 

question of ourselves: "If every member of my 

ensemble did as much or as little preparation 

on the other 6 days when we do not rehearse, 

would my ensemble be better or worse because 

of it?" 

 

Make use of the plethora of resources on 

the Barbershop Harmony Society website. 

You may choose to take an online music theory 

class or you might spend some time reading the 

Contest and Judging Manual or you may just 

want to browse the extensive music catalogue 

and discover new material for your ensemble! 

 

Always arrive prepared for rehearsal. 

Completing a personal warm up, reviewing 

sheet music and learning material, leaving the 

cares of your day at the door and giving your 

director or quartet colleagues your undivided 

attention are all ways to maximise efficiency 

during rehearsal. 

 

Rehearse like it’s a performance. On 

average we spend 90% of the time we spend 

singing with our ensemble in rehearsal and only 

10% of the time in performance. Always sing 

with your best voice. Give yourself a goal every 

time you sing. John Newell, of Realtime fame 

and Let it Out Vocal Coaching, quite aptly 

states: 

"Excellence is not an act, but a habit." 

 

 – Vice President – Music 

music@barbershop.org.au 

 

 
As we approach the close of 2014, it’s time to 

check - 

  

Are you aware of what marketing support 

is available to your Club? 

 

I’ve listed below a summary of the marketing 

tools available to all Clubs, all these can be 

found under the “Downloads” drop down 

menu under “Marketing” on the BHA website… 

 

The Marketing page shows all the individual 

services and support our marketing team can 

provide, together with specific information on: 

 

 Membership Drive Guidelines 

 Planning a Membership Drive 

 Membership Marketing Checklist 

 Branding, use of the BHA Logo 

 What you need to know about using 

the BHA Logo 

 Club Marketing – Who Does What? 

 Sing in Harmony – About the Course 

http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=youthdev
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=youthdev
mailto:youth@barbershop.org.au
mailto:music@barbershop.org.au
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 What your PR guy will need from 

your Club. 

 

Do you know what’s available and are you using 

these resources? 

 

Guys, I hope this helps, and PLUS, if your Club 

has a great new marketing initiative, or finds a 

particular method of promotion really works 

well, then please let me know, maybe all Clubs 

can benefit….! 

 

If you want more information regarding any of 

the above, then please contact me anytime at: 

marketing@barbershop.org.au  

 

Best wishes to you all for a Happy & Healthy 

Christmas and New Year, 

 

Keith Thornton – Vice President 

Marketing & Development 

 

 
This brings a parting 

greeting to all our helpful 

members.  The past ten 

years as BHA Secretary 

have seen me both 

encouraged and 

challenged. 

 

What is encouraging is 

the number of members 

(from affiliated BHA 

Regions) who have 

sought guidance on the 

formation of Young Singers in Harmony Not-for 

Profit Co-operatives Affiliates. Such formation 

is being facilitated in various States and 

Territories (prompted by New South Wales and 

Victorian Legislatures) – excepting only the 

West Australian authorities. 

 

For the guidance of each BHA Region executive, 

a copy of the Young Singers in Harmony (NSW) 

Constitution is being forwarded to each Region 

as an example (the cost of incorporation will be 

a minor factor). 

This will then permit expansion to allow for 

recruitment of membership to Schools as part 

of their Music Department. This will enable 

transmission to member schools under the 

terms of the Mini-TV Transmission Licence 

which I have arranged through APRA for 

Barbershop Harmony Australia. This is now 

available, as and if required, from year-to-year 

at a controlled annual fee. 

 

This will allow for educational Music Harmony 

training with the guidance of qualified 

educational instruction available through the 

BHA Vice–President Youth Development.  This 

facility will also be available to BHA members. 

It will be subject to an annual limitation of 

numbers. Participating members will be part of 

the Co-operative Cultural training and 

expansion in live instructional learning 

performances as  arranged through the 

current BHA Vice–Presidents Membership and 

Events. 

 

This promises to allow for wide-spread 

expansion of participation of BHA Membership 

and of affiliated School-Based Young Singers in 

Harmony Co-operatives. 

 

I will remain available, as a Consultant, to 

assist the incoming BHA Secretary, Kieran 

Hutton, in promoting and organising these 

activities. 

 

I offer my congratulations in these planned 

endeavours to our President Ian Mulholland and 

the members of the Council and Regions. 

 

With renewed parting thanks and with 

Christmas Greetings to All,  

 

Sin(g)cerely,   

 

PS  - Don’t overlook the need to annually renew 

Club registration and also Re-registration of 

continuing Quartets AND the prompt 

registration of newly-formed Quartets 

 along with payment of Members Fees. 

 

 
As this is the busy time of year for our 

Choruses and Quartets with many Christmas 

sing-outs booked already, you will be asked to 

provide venues with a copy of the BHA 

Insurance cover.  You can get this at any time 

from the BHA Website www.barbershop.org.au 

under Downloads> Documents.   

 

Whilst on the Download page I suggest you 

check out the other items available – they are 

mailto:marketing@barbershop.org.au
http://www.barbershop.org.au/
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important and make interesting reading. 

 

Also, Quartets, before you do a public 

performance remember to check the Website to 

ensure that you are registered for the current 

BHA Financial Year and therefore covered under 

our insurance and Performing Rights policies.  

Look under Groups>Quartets.  If your Quartet’s 

name is not there then you are not currently 

registered and so not covered. 

 

I wish you all a Happy, Harmonious Christmas 

Season with your family and friends, with a 

wonderful Barbershop year to follow. 

 

BHA Administration 

 

 

 
BHA is looking for someone to take on the job 

of BHA Librarian.  This is a very interesting job 

which consists of mailing loans to members 

when they borrow items and ensuring that they 

are returned in good condition.  It also means 

that, as Librarian, you will have access to all 

the manuals, CDs and DVDs on hand whenever 

you want them. The Library fits into a large 

bookcase.  

 

The BHA Administration Officer will be 

responsible for ordering new items such as 

CDs/DVDs from International and National 

Conventions and having them sent to the 

Librarian for listing on the BHA Website for easy 

reference by our members. 

 

Members can borrow items for one month at a 

time for free – all they have to pay is return 

postage.  

 

If you would like to put your hand up please 

contact Nerida White at admin@barbershop.org  

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
All New Programme for 2015, with last 

year’s coaches coming back for more…!!! 

 

Friday 20th February to Sunday 22nd February 

2015 Once again at Myuna Bay Sport & 

Recreation Centre 

More info at: 

http://www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/myunabay/ 

 

 

JUST $230 gets you great education, great fun 

and great fellowship, plus accommodation and 

five meals. 

 (Dinner on Friday, and Continental breakfast 

plus lunch each day.  Saturday night we’ll 

be at The Workers Club nearby, you get to buy 

your dinner from their Bistro ) 

 

 

 Great Coaches – Andrew & Jen Howson 

from Sound Connection Teaming up 

with: Rob Sequiera, Alex Morris, and the 

inimitable Gary Bolles  

 Classes for the beginner to the 

experienced barbershopper           

 Quartet stream for novice and 

established quartets 

 Saturday Night Concert  at the Workers 

Club nearby 

           

Arrive from 5pm Friday for Dinner at 6.00pm.  

 

Coaching Sessions commence at 7.30pm Friday 

 

Sunday courses conclude at 12 noon, departure 

after lunch. 

 

For further information and registration details 

go to the Events section of the BHA website or 

click on this link > 

http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg

=view&dbase=events&id=13728 

 

 

mailto:admin@barbershop.org
http://www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/myunabay/
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=13728
http://www.barbershop.org.au/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=13728
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Soundwaves had great pleasure in paying a 

visit to the Children’s Ward at Gosford District 

Hospital to sing Christmas Carols and to present 

a cheque from the proceeds of our Annual 

Concert.  The smiles on the faces of the 

children were fantastic to see even though 

some of them are going through a really tough 

time.  

  
This is the second year we have supported the 

Children’s Ward  and we hope to continue to do 

so. 

                                  

                                                                                                                                                   

              
We had a sad event 

with the passing of Don 

Brickley. Don was with 

us for over 15 years 

and was a stalwart of 

our chorus. Don also 

had 5 years with the 

Blue Mountainairs 

before he moved to the 

Central Coast and 

joined SOUNDWAVES. 

We will miss him 

greatly. 

 

  MD 

 

 

 
The period up to Christmas is typically busy for 

Penrith Harmony. We have our Thursday 

evening and Saturday morning singouts for our 

sponsor Penrith Homemakers, a Carols by 

Candlelight event at Penrith Paceway which 

attracts thousands, and a performance at 

Penrith Plaza which is performed each year for 

Disability Shoppers Night. 

Next year, in March, we have been invited to 

sing at the opening of a Buddhist Temple south 

of Sydney. Already able to boast a vice-regal 

performance a few years ago, this will be our 

first big multi-cultural, multi-faith event! 

 

Our new chorus members this year Phillip 

Powell, Hank Hamersma, Kurt Senkbeil, Liam 

Holt and Richard Barakat have been great 

assets.  Phillip won our singer of the year 

award. Richard is highly skilled in areas of 

sound, lighting and production, and has been 

responsible for professional recordings that we 

are looking to produce for promotional CDs and 

for our upgraded website. 

 

A major loss for us will be Andrew Wright, an 

excellent tenor and very knowledgeable singer, 

who will be moving to Melbourne next year. 

Andrew first joined AAMBS back in 1988 and he 

is also responsible for the building of our risers! 

I am sure that our loss will prove to be a great 

gain for the Melbournaires. We wish Andrew all 

the best and we will look forward to catching up 

with him at Convention time in 2015.  

 

Secretary 

 

 
2014 has been a very good year for the 

Fleurieu Harmony Chorus following an unsettled 

year in 2013 with the loss of several singers 

and the resignation of our Musical Director.  

  

 The chorus has recruited well and is at its 

highest membership of 24 members now under 

the direction of our previous assistant director 

Andrew Bradley who has taken the chorus to a 

new standard of performance.  The chorus won 

second prize at the Adelaide Eisteddfod and has 

performed 22 singouts , 6 busking sessions, 

attended the Central Region Convention and 

sung at a members 50th wedding anniversary 

and sadly a funeral. 

 
The guys hamming it up at the Adelaide Eisteddfod 
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Last month the chorus was also privileged to 

join the Festival StatesMen Senior Chorus for 

their final sing out performance. We have been 

very close comrades in song with them over the 

past years, singing together in many concerts 

and so sad to see it come to an end, however 

the name will live on in the safe hands of the 

youth chorus.  

 

Fleurieu Harmony will finish the year with their 

breakup being a luncheon cruise on the Port 

River joined by Harborside Harmony as invited 

guests and no doubt there will be a song or two 

to entertain the other cruisers. 

  

We wish all in the Barbershop fraternity a very 

happy Christmas and a Prosperous and Healthy 

New Year  

    

  Publicity Officer 

 

 
We have enjoyed another good year 

culminating in our much anticipated gigs at the 

local Shopping Mall at Baulkham Hills. This is an 

annual event for us and involves a two hour 

roving brief on a number of Saturday mornings 

leading up to Christmas usually finishing, most 

appropriately, outside the Barbershop. 

 
Our last function for the year was at the Mother 

Earth Café which we booked out for our 

Christmas function enabling us to enjoy the 

inevitable spontaneous singing without 

disturbing any other patrons.  

 

We are all looking forward to the Eastern 

Region Harmony College in February, the 

Eastern Region Competition in May and the 

National Convention in September. An exciting 

year to come.  

 

Merry Christmas to all our Barbershop friends. 

 

 President  

 
We, here in the West, have had an interesting 

year. This time last year we were battling as 

quite a few of our top singers decided to seek 

greener pastures in another chorus. To top it 

off, we were informed that we were losing our 

MD in the middle of the year. 

 

Our standard went down and we were 

wondering whether we were able to keep going. 

The good news is that we were able to acquire 

the services of Adrian Gimpel as MD and have 

gone from strength to strength, so much so 

that in this Christmas period we have been able 

to tot up over 18 gigs and are fine tuning our 

techniques. 

 

 We also had the pleasure of celebrating Andy 

Aberle’s 90th Birthday which was a wonderful 

occasion. As you may be aware he was one of 

the leading lights in starting up the Barbershop 

movement in Australia. 

All the Men in Harmony wish all our fellow 

Barbershoppers a very joyous Christmas and a 

Harmonious and Happy New Year. 

 Very Best Wishes 

 

  President 
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It’s been a wonderful year for Sydney Harmony. 

As Christmas rapidly approaches, we look back 

with pleasure and satisfaction at a job well 

done.  At our recent year-end dinner we were 

able to relive our many highs and the 

occasional low through a beautifully well-

constructed slide show video.  Many of these 

stories have already been shared in previous 

editions of this publication.  But there’s more… 

 

Amongst the awards that were announced was 

the announcement to confer our highest award 

of Life Membership on two of the most 

dedicated, committed and hard-working 

members of the Chorus, Guy Gibson and Tony 

Sykes.  Guy and Tony have given distinguished 

service to Sydney Harmony since the very 

formation of the Chorus over 15 years ago.  

Both are well known throughout Australian 

Barbershop and Sweet Adelines organisations 

and have performed on and off stage with 

aplomb.  Of the many highlights mentioned, 

their gold as part of Freefall Quartet in 2003 

and their representation of Australia in the 

2005 Internationals in Salt Lake City are two of 

the pinnacles.  Our congratulations and thanks 

go to Guy and Tony. 

 

The dinner and its entertainment was not 

enough; a day later, we enjoyed a great 

afternoon of singing at our Sydney Sings 

Christmas concert! Adding a special dimension, 

the Choir of the Holy Family Parish, Emerton 

shared their cultural and musical roots with us. 

 
  A special thanks goes out to them and to the 

ladies of Circular Keys Chorus, for joining us 

and contributing such wonderful performances. 

We plan a lot more like this! 

 

A Merry Christmas to all singers and may you 

enjoy peace and happiness in the new year! 

 

 
Singing to people is what we’re about in the 

Barbershop movement, and nothing is more 

about giving people enjoyment than carols at 

Christmas. NOVATONES do their carolling at 

local shopping centres, and always manage to 

stop a considerable number of people in their 

tracks. 

 
What made 2014 different was that we were 

invited to participate, for the first time, in the 

Newcastle and Hunter’s multicultural choral 

Society’s 37th annual Christmas concert at 

Newcastle’s Sacred Heart Cathedral, where we 

joined about 9 other groups. I think we 

managed to show off the harmony of the 

Barbershop style, and in the process managed 

our first foray into Spanish with Feliz Navidad, 

which went over well with the Filipino choir that 

had sung before us. 

 
The acoustics were great, and we clearly 

enjoyed ourselves – so much so that we are 

invited back next year! 

 

Our sights are firmly set now on the Eastern 

Region’s contest in May. 
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As 2014 draws to a close it’s time to take a 

breath and reflect on what we have been doing 

over the last year. One of the most important 

events we had the privilege of participating in 

was the ‘This is Your Life’ tribute to one of our 

long term members and great mate, Ian Mavor. 

Ian has been a member of The Blenders since 

1993 and is the ‘official Chaplain’ to The 

Blenders.  Ian has officiated at many Blenders 

events over the years, many happy - some sad. 

Ian is now facing his own personal battle and 

we ask that you keep him in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

Early in December, The Blenders conducted a 

Voices in Paradise Christmas which is a follow-

on from the highly successful VIP Youth 

concerts held earlier in the year. This event was 

open to all age groups, both male and female 

and gave registrants a full day of workshops 

where they learnt and fine-tuned two Christmas 

songs.  

 

The registrants were then able to perform their 

newly learnt songs with The Blenders and our 

sister chorus, Coastal Charisma, in front of a 

large audience in an evening concert. The 

concert concluded with a combined male/female 

chorus of over one hundred singers on the 

risers performing a beautiful 8 part version of 

‘Let There Be Peace’. And for just double the 

fun they got to do it all again the following 

evening at the Movie World Christmas Carols to 

an estimated audience of 5,000 people. What a 

memorable experience for all the participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 has been a busy year for The Blenders 

including two VIP workshops and concerts, 

attendance at the Wellington Pan Pacs, Regional 

Convention, Citizenship Ceremonies, and the 

opening of the Gold Coast Light Rail System 

and many other functions.  December has been 

no exception with carolling at major shopping 

centres and singing at the Gold Coast Arts 

Centre.   

2015 is shaping up to be just as busy with a 

major highlight being a performance in 

Carnegie Hall, New York with Deke Sharon in 

March. We will have more about this exciting 

event in the next issue. Also, don’t forget the 

Directors Workshop with Charlotte Murray (MD 

of Vocal FX) and Jonathan Albertini (MD the 

Blenders) on the 22nd February.  

 

 
If you are travelling through the Gold Coast 

during the Christmas break, our rehearsals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

commence on the 12th January. Come and have 

a sing with us. We would love to see you. 

 

Finally, from all at The Blenders family, we 

would like to wish all our fellow barbershoppers 

and their families a very Happy Christmas and a 

harmonious 2015.  

Secretary 
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What to do for a Christmas Break-up? This was 

the task posed for the Lead Section a few 

months ago. We have had some great ones put 

on by other Sections previously. So, not to be 

outdone we came up with the concept of a bush 

dance at a local country retreat. 

 

Camping and caravanning was also available, 

so we knew that a good roll-up of that weird 

breed of Australians who don’t like comfortable 

beds and 42 inch TV’s would be catered for. 

 

A local DJ was contacted and he put on a great 

night for us. We learnt many old and (some 

new) dance routines, sang along to a lot of his 

songs, plus a lovely barbecue meal and plenty 

of liquid refreshment. 

 

The night was topped off by ice cream, 

lamingtons and custard and a few songs from 

the chorus. 

 

Courtesy of Glen Hanssen, picture snapper 

extraordinaire, we had a photo booth with some 

fairly weird and wonderful get-ups donned by 

families; and many laughs were heard last 

Thursday at our final rehearsal for 2014 when 

the photos were on display for all to choose 

their favourite. 

 
We are alll now looking forward  to 2015 and 

the chance to travel to Melbourne for the 

National Convention. 

 

Secretary 

 

 
 

 
 

Your Council would like to extend a BIG 

welcome on behalf of all BHA members to the 

following members who have joined us in 

recent months. 

 

Gold Coast Barbershop Harmony Club 

Paul Crick-Lyon 

 Lawrie Esmond 

John Leahey 

Ian MacDonald 

Mal Rawlings 

Jose Medina 

Dean Rowe 

Alex Buchan 

Fred Ferrante 

Anthony Goodwin 

 

High Altitude Harmony 

Roy Gadischke 

 

Southside Harmony 

Peter Johnstone 

Fred Morton 

 

Ipswich A Capella 

Ian Pengelly 

 

Western Melbourne Men’s Chorus   

(this is a brand new Club) 

Ian Boyd 

 

We look forward to meeting you and seeing you 

all on the risers at our next BHA Convention in 

Melbourne in 2015 
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Promote upcoming Events - send full details for inclusion in the BHA Calendar below and on the BHA 

Website. This helps your Council and other Clubs to plan events to ensure that they do not clash with 

other events in your Region. It also allows the opportunity to support your local fellow barbershoppers. 

Send all your details to secretary@barbershop.org.au 

 

 

Start date Start time Title General Location 

Tue, 16 Dec 
2014 

5:30pm Mater Hospital Christmas Sing                    
(Brisbane River City Clippers) 

Mater Hospital South Brisbane 

Thu, 18 Dec 
2014 

6:30pm Christmas Carols (Penrith Harmony) Penrith Homemaker Centre 

Sat, 20 Dec 
2014 

10:30am Christmas Carols (Penrith Harmony) Penrith Homemaker Centre, Lot 2 Patty's 
Place, Penrith NSW 2750 

Sat, 20 Dec 
2014 

6:00pm Sanctuary Cove Christmas Carnival (Sound 
Connection) 

Sanctuary Cove Marine Village. 

Sun, 18 Jan 
2015 

7:30 pm 
EDST 

BHA Council Meeting Australia-Wide 

Fri, 20 Feb 
2015 

TBA Eastern Region Harmony College 2015 Myuna Bay NSW 

Sat, 21 Feb 
2015 

7.30 pm East Coast Coalition @ Wangi                            
(East Coast Coalition) 

Wangi Wangi NSW 

Fri, 27 Feb 
2015 

TBA BHA Council Face-to-Face meeting Sydney NSW 

Thu, 16 Apr 
2015 

  SABS En Armonia Convention 2015  Barcelona, Spain 

Sat, 18 Apr TBA Victorian Region Convention Melbourne 

Sat, 2 May 
2015 

  Central Region Convention                            
(Fleurieu Harmony Chorus) 

The Corner Church 93 Oaklands Rd Warradale 
SA 

Sat, 2 May 
2015 

TBA Eastern Region Convention  Sydney 

Sat, 9 May 
2015 

TBA Western Region Convention Perth 

Sat, 13 Jun 
2015 

TBA Tasmanian Region Convention Hobart 

Sat, 13 Jun 
2015  

TBA Sunshine Region Convention TBA 

Sun, 28 Jun 
2015 

TBA BHS International Convention  Pittsburg, Pennsylvania USA 

Wed, 16 Sep 
2015 

TBA 13th BHA National Convention 
Harmony Goldrush 

Melbourne Vic Australia 

Sun, 20 Sep 
2015 

TBA 2015 BHA Harmony College Melbourne Vic Australia 

Wed, 5 Oct 
2016 

TBA NZABS 2016 Convention Marlborough NZ 

 

For more details on the above events click on this LINK to visit the interactive page on the BHA website  

 

 

All enquiries to: The Secretary,  Barbershop Harmony Australia 
39 Panorama Terrace, Green Point NSW 2251 Phone: 02 4369 8369 

E-mail: secretary@barbershop.org.au 
Australian Association of Men Barbershop Singers Inc 

trading as Barbershop Harmony Australia 
ABN 54 083 784 810 

An Affiliate of Barbershop Harmony Society 
 

Please send all your contributions for In Harmony to editor@barbershop.org.au 

mailto:secretary@barbershop.org.au
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