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ON SATURDAY September 6
th

, Adelaide based group The Festival Statesmen Youth Chorus 

(FSYC) won first place at Vocal Australia’s inaugural A Cappella National Championship 

competition in Melbourne. The Festival Statesmen is a non-for-profit a cappella chorus for young 

men aged 16-30, founded by Musical Director Jonathan Bligh in 2009. Over the past five years, 

Bligh has worked towards developing a group which offers top quality musical and performance 

education for young men, and as a result has created an ensemble which demonstrates 

professionalism and musical excellence.  

The Festival Statesmen qualified to participate in the Vocal Australia National Finals after winning 

first place in the South Australian State Finals back in May. At the National Finals in Melbourne, 

they competed against finalists from Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria and, at the end of a 

night of exceptional talent, were named National Champions. In addition to winning first place, the 

group also took home several Special Awards including: Best Large Ensemble, Best Contemporary 

Song, Best Classical Song and Best Soloist.  

Now In Stereo, an a cappella quartet comprised of members of The Festival Statesmen, were the 

second South Australian group to qualify for Nationals, where they were awarded Best Barbershop 

Song. As the competition winners, The Festival Statesmen Youth Chorus will have the opportunity to 

have a song professionally recorded and mastered with sponsors of Vocal Australia. The Festival 

Statesmen are thrilled with their recent achievements and what they will mean for the future of the 

group, and are excited to announce several upcoming performances in Adelaide: 

- GRACE: Saturday 20
th

 September - 8pm - Concordia College Chapel. A combined 

concert with The Festival Statesmen Youth Chorus and Aurora (Young Adelaide Voices) 

featuring stunning choral works for male voice choir, female voice choir and mixed choir. 

Featuring Emma Horwood on harp. Tix $20/$25 www.trybooking.com/FRAE 

- FESTIVAL STATEMEN - 5
th

 BIRTHDAY CONCERT: Sunday 5
th

 October - 2:30/7:30 

- Star Theatre. FSYC celebrates its 5
th

 birthday with two showcases of music and 

entertainment from the past 5 years. Tix $15/$20 contact@festivalstatesmen.com.au or 

0400 013 138 

http://www.trybooking.com/FRAE
mailto:contact@festivalstatesmen.com.au

